SUPPOSED SIGNS OF VALUE ON EARLY COINS OF HIMERA.    17
Lete for signs of value is unwarranted, because they occur in variable numbsrs on pieces of the same weight. In order to get over this difficulty, it has been suggested that the aggregate value of these marks on an individual coin was not determined by numbers, but size; in other words, that three big globules on one stater may be equal to six small globules on another. I am obliged to say that this theory failed to convince me as soon as I put it to the test. It is true that the globules on coins of the same town do differ perceptibly in size. Thus the six pellets on the first stater of Lete from the British Museum Catalogue are remarkably small. Those on the next are quite double the size; but their number remains equal to those on the first coin. If, then, these signs cannot be judged by size in the light of marks of value, the proof that they are not indicative of value is complete. And for the same reason> applied inversely, the pellet on early Himerean coins cannot be admitted to stand for the value of the piece, since it occurs singly on the drachm as well as the obol-24
To the general objection, viz., that globular marks have always been interpreted as signs of value, I would submit a general consideration by way of an answer.
When we speak of globules as signs of value, the first picture presenting itself to our minds (provided we are interested in Roman as well as in Greek numismatics) is probably that of a specimen of the aes grave, a handsome triens or quadrans, for there is here a certainty about the meaning of these bold marks that cannot be mistaken, every raised dot being a picture in miniature of the uncia. The method of expressing by means of dots
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